Winter’s long. Our lectures aren’t.

Talks
Join your fellow history buﬀs this year as
we rediscover fascina(ng stories and
people from the past.
Meet historians and educators who are
passionate about history and how it has
shaped the modern world.
Talks last under an hour, with ample
(me for ques(ons.

Proudly sponsored by
Quebec Heritage News, Quebec’s only
English-language history magazine.
Free entry to all events.
See you this year at a Heritage Talk near you!
The Heritage Talks series is made possible by members and supporters of the Quebec Anglophone Heritage Network

Thursday, February 22, 2018
12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Atwater Library

1200 Atwater Ave., Westmount

Drawing the Aberdeen School Strike

by Rod MacLeod, Phd., historian, author, Quebec Heritage News editor

When six young boys at Montreal’s Aberdeen School organized a student walkout in February 1913
to protest an1-Semi1sm, they could hardly have suspected that their ac1ons would lead, a century
later, not only to scholarly analysis but to a fes1ve centenary commemora1on, a drama1c reading,
and a trilingual graphic novel.

Then again, when Rod MacLeod started work on the Aberdeen School Strike research project he
nev er expected to meet descendants of the strikers either, or witness historical characters he had
come to know on paper arguing with each other in the ﬂesh. Nor did he suspect he would ﬁnd himself wri1ng comic-book dialogue, reviewing an ar1st’s storyboards or helping to provoke a small
culture war over which form of Yiddish would best reﬂect St. Urbain Street slang as it was spoken
more than a century ago. The co2age industry that the Aberdeen School Strike Project has become
is an example of the crea1ve ways that small-scale history can be adapted to reach readers and audiences in the 21st century. This talk revisits the process of bringing the Aberdeen School Strike to
life, and describes the challenges of thinking – and drawing – outside the historical box.

Wednesday, March 7, 2018
1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Caserne 18-30 Centre Communautaire
3622 rue Hochelaga, Montreal (Jolie)e Metro)

The Heroine of Hochelaga: Sarah Maxwell

By André Cousineau, Atelier d’histoire Hochelaga-Maisonneuve

On a mid-winter’s morning more than a century ago, Montrealers were shaken by news that a terrible school blaze in the city’s east end had killed 17 people – all of them children, except for one.
Thirty-one-year old Sarah Maxwell, an unmarried teacher and principal at the Hochelaga Protestant
School also succumbed to the smoke and ﬂames that consumed the school building on February
26, 1907. But not before courageously intervening to save the lives of several young pupils trapped
in a second-storey classroom.

In a predominantly French-speaking district of Montreal, the Hochelaga school served the neighbourhood’s English-speaking children, most of whom belonged to working-class families. In the
days that followed the tragic ﬁre, city oﬃcials vowed to erect a memorial to honour Miss Maxwell’s
heroism and to commemorate the student vic1ms. But the story of the blaze faded from memory,
as did plans for a memorial. In this talk, André Cousineau will describe the life and 1mes of Sarah
Maxwell, drawing on his work with the Atelier d’histoire Hochelaga-Maisonneuve to present a
glimpse of the social diversity that characterized East Montreal at the turn of the last century. He
will also recount how he and other local historians working with the Borough of Mercier-HochelagaMaisonneuve lobbied successfully to have a local park renamed recently in Maxwell’s honour.

Saturday, March 10, 2018
1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Brome County Historical Museum

130 Rue Lakeside, Lac-Brome (Knowlton)

The Business of War: Canadian companies during World World I
by Caitlin Bailey, MLIS, director and curator, Canadian Centre for the Great War

Businesses of all types and sizes par1cipated in support of Canada’s war eﬀort from the moment
the Governor General oﬃcially declared war on Germany in the summer of 1914. Private-sector involvement in the First World War is usually portrayed as uniformly corrupt and ineﬃcient, but the
nature of this par1cipa1on was actually much more diverse, with las1ng consequences for the future of Canada’s industrial economy as a whole.

Originally created as a travelling exhibi1on in 2017 this talk explores the many surprising ways in
which various businesses and industries helped Canada fulﬁl her obliga1ons to the Mother Country
while contribu1ng towards the emergence and dwevelopment of a sense of Canadian na1onhood.
Presented by Caitlin Bailey, “The Business of War” brings a fresh perspec1ve to our historical understanding of World War I and its implica1ons for Canadian society. Since its incep1on, the exhibi1on has been shown in a number of ci1es across the country and has been seen by more than 5 000
visitors to date, a2rac1ng media coverage in such publica1ons as the Calgary Herald and the Winnipeg Free Press, among others.

Sunday, March 18, 2018
1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Stanbridge East Community Centre
5, rue Academy, Stanbridge East

Journey down the Pike: Reflec%ons on Missisquoi’s river heritage
by Frederic Chounard, MEnvSc, and Charles Lussier, agroforestry researcher

Waterways reveal the past and shape the future of life. In their joint presenta1on, Frederic
Chouinard and Charles Lussier explore the rich heritage of the Pike River valley from pre-colonial
1mes to the modern era, sharing their insights into the geography, history and ecology of the river’s
catchment area.

From its main headwaters in Vermont, the Rivière aux Brochets winds its way along the Quebec side
of the interna1onal border through the historic communi1es of Frelighsburg, Stanbridge East, Bedford and Pike River before emptying into Lake Champlain. Drawing on their work with the watershed management authority, the Organisme de bassin versant de la baie Missisquoi, our guest
speakers trace the region’s ecological and human history, including its importance to Indigenous
peoples, the establishment of the Saint-Armand Seigneurie, the growth of forestry and agriculture
beginning in the early 1800s, and the river’s value as a source of power during the industrial heyday
of Missisquoi County, 1860 to 1950. What impacts have these various human ac1vi1es had on the
watershed? What will be the environmental legacy of today’s land uses? Highlights from recent
water-quality studies promise to help answer these ques1ons. Learn what communi1es are doing to
preserve this natural resource for genera1ons to come.

